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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method for aggregating and sjftisfying demand for items, the method 
comprising the steps performed by a data processing system, of: 

aggregating information reflecting^demand for an item based on input requests 



associated with the item, each request ifaving been received from a remote user and 
including remote user identificatior/information; 

providing the aggregated/information to a plurali^ty of suppliers, each capable 



of supplying the item withouyalso providing remote user identification information 
from the requests; 

receiving^at leasyt>ne proposed response from at least one of the suppliers, 
including a proposal fpr providing the item to the remote user; and 

providing the proposed response to the remote user based on the remote user 

7 

identification inrarmation. 
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2. A method for aggregating and satisfying demand for travel products, 
the method comprising the steps performed bwa data processing system, of: 

aggregating information reflecting demand for a set of travel products based 




on input requests, each request having been received from a remote user and 
including remote user identification information; 

selecting a group travel product based on the aggregated information; and 
providing information reflecting the group travel product to the remote user 
based on the remote user identific^ion information. '^^"^ ' 

3 . The method of claim 2, wherein the st^of selecting a group travel product 
based on the aggregated information includes the substeps of: 

providing the aggregated infc^ation to a plurality of travel product suppliers; 

and 

receiving responses fi^)m a set of the travel product suppliers, each response 
including information reflecting a proposed group travel product, wherein each 
proposed group travel product reflects a discount for the corresponding travel product 
that is determineci based on the aggregated information, 

and wherein me step of providing information reflecting the group travel product to 
the remoteoiser based on the remote user identification information includes the 



substeprof: 
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transmitting travel option information related to at least one of the proposed 
group travel products to a set of remote users bfased on the aggregated information. 
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4. A system for aggregating and satisfying demand for items, comprising: 
a processor for executing programs,yand 

a memory for storing a program executable by the processor, the stored 
program including instructions for (i) aggregating information reflecting demand for 
an item based on input requests associated with the item, each request having been 
received from a remote user and including remote user identification information, (ii) 
providing the aggregated information to a plurality of suppliers, each capable of 



supplying the item without also providing remote user identification information from 
the requests, (iii) receiving at least one proposed response from at least one of the 



suppliers, including a proposal for providing the item to the remote users, and (iv) 
providing the proposed response to the remote users based on the remote user 
identification informatton. 
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A system for aggregating and /atisfying demand for travel products, 



comprismg: 

a processor for executing program^; and 



a memory for storing a program executable by the processor, the stored 
progranTmcluding instructions for (i/ aggregating information reflecting demand for a 



set of travel products based on inntit requests, each request having been received from 
a remote user and including reniote user identification information, (ii) selecting a 



group travel product based onAhe aggregated information, and (iii) providing 
information reflecting the group travel product to the remote users based on the 
remote user identification information. 



6. The system of claim 5, whe/ein selecting a group travel product based 
on the aggregated information includes m) providing the aggregated information to a 
plurality of travel product suppliers, ahd (b) receiving responses from a set of the 
travel product suppliers, each respcmse including information reflecting a proposed 
group travel product, wherein each proposed group travel product reflects a discount 
for the corresponding travel product that is determined based on the aggregated 
information, and wherein providing information reflecting the group travel product to 
the remote users based on the remote user identification information includes (a) 
transmitting travel opti/n information related to at least one of the proposed group 
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travel products to a set of the remote users based on the aggregated information. 
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7. A computer readable medium containing instructions for controlling a 
computer system to perform a method for aggregating and satisfying demand for 
items, the method comprising: / 

aggregating information reflecting demand for an item based on input requests 
associated with the item, each request having been received from a remote user and 
including remote user identification information; 

providing the aggregated infomiation to a plurality of suppliers, each capable 
of supplying the item without also providing remote user identification information 
from the requests; / 

receiving at least one proposed response from at least one of the suppliers, 
including a proposal for providing the item to the remote users; and 

providing the proposed response to the remote users based on the remote user 
identification information. 
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8. A computer readable medium containing instructions for controlling a 
computer system to perform a method for aggr^ating and satisfying demand for 
travel products, the method comprising: 

aggregating information reflecting dfemand for a set of travel products based 
on input requests, each request having been received from a remote user and 
including remote user identification information; 

selecting a group travel product based on the aggregated information; and 
providing information reflecting the group travel product to the remote users 
based on the remote user identifioation information. 

9. The computer readable medium of claim 8, wherein selecting a group 
travel product based on the aggregated information includes: 

providing the aggregated infognation to a plurality of travel product suppliers; 

and 

receiving responses from a set of the travel product suppliers, each response 
including information reflecting a proposed group travel product, wherein each 
proposed group travel product reflects a discount for the corresponding travel product 
that is determined base<i^n the aggregated information, 

and wherein providing information reflecting the group travel product to the remote 
users based on the jemote user identification information includes: 
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transmitting travel option information related to at least one of the proposed 
group trave^products to a set of the remote users based on the aggregated 
information. 
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10. A method for aggregating and satisfying dei^and for items, the method 
comprising the steps performed by a data processing system, of: 

receiving information reflecting demand for a Sft of items by a plurality of 

users; 

accessing a memory for information on a pliirality of suppliers and their 
offerings to identify suppliers having offerings capable of satisfying the demand; 

generating one or more package responses, each package response reflecting 
offerings of at least one of the identified suppMers; 

notifying each of the plurality of psejfs of each package response using stored 
information identifying a location to addr9fe4 apy^ckage responses to each of the 



user. 



1 1 . The method of claim 4 0 further comprising: 
receiving a purchase commitment from a first user of the plurality of users, 
including information identifying a package response selected by the first user and 
payment information identifying the first user's selected form of payment for the 
selected package response. 
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12. The methofl of claim 1 1 , further comprising: 
notifying the supplier associated with the selected package response the 
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13. A method for aggregating and satisfying demanfl for items, the method 
comprising the steps performed by a data processing system/of: 

receiving information reflecting demand for a set items by a plurality of 

users; 

providing a plurality of suppliers v^th a notifi^lktion reflecting the demand 
information; 

receiving one or more package response^^om suppliers, each package 
response representing a supplier's offering ij4en^e<| by the supplier to satisfy the 
demand; 

notifying each of the plurality of u^erg^efe^ch package response using stored 
information identifying a location to ad( ress any package responses to each of the 



user. 



14. The method of claim 13/ ttirtner comprismg: 
receiving a purchase commitrrfent from a first user of the plurality of users, 
including information identifying a package response selected by the first user and 
payment information identifying tl/e first user's selected form of payment for the 
selected package response. 
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15. The method of cl^im 14, further comprising: 
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notifying the supipljdr associated with the selected package response the 
purchase commitmer 




Q 

m 
m 

m 



LAW OFFICES 

FiNNECAN, Henderson, 
Farabow, Garrett, 

& DUNNER,L.L.P. 

1300 1 STREET, N. W. 
WASHINGTON, D. C.200O5 
202-4.08-4000 



33 



Attorney Docket No. 07099-1 193-00000 



16. A system for aggregating and satisfy ing^mand for items, comprising: 
means for receiving information reflecting depand for a set of items by a 

plurality of users; 

means for accessing a memory for infornlation on a plurality of suppliers and 
their offerings to identify suppliers having oSerings capable of satisfying the demand; 

means for generating one or more package responses, each package response 
reflecting offerings of at least one of the identified suppliers; 

means for notifying each of the plurality of users of each package response 
using stored information ijientif^g a location to address any package responses to 
each of the user. 

1 7. The sysi em y6f clairt 1 6, further comprising: 

means for recei^i^g a purchase commitment fi:'om a first user of the plurality 
of users, including infc^Jtoation identifying a package response selected by the first 
user and payment information identifying the first user's selected form of payment for 
the selected package response. 
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18. The system of claim 1 7, further comprising: 

means for notifying the supplier associated with the selected package response 
the purchase commitment. 
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19. A system for aggregating and satisfying demand for items, comprising: 
means for receiving information reflecting denjand for a set of items by a 

plurality of users; 

means for providing a plurality of supplier^ with a notification reflecting the 
demand information; 

means for receiving one or more package responses from suppliers, each 
package response representing a supplier's offering intended by the supplier to satisfy 
the demand; and 

means for notifying each of the^Vlirality of users of each package response 
using stored information identifyin^^a l^ation to addj:ess any package responses to 
each of the user. 

20. The system of claim 19, fumier comprising: 

means for receiving a purdnase commitment from a first user of the plurality 
of users, including information ij&entifying a package response selected by the first 
user and payment information |aentkying the first user's selected form of payment for 
the selected package response/ 
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21 . The system of claim 20, further comprising: 

means for notifying the supplier associated with the selected package response 
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the purchase conWn^ 
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22, A computer-implemented method for aggregating and satisfying 
demand for items using a network, comprising: 

providing an interface in the network foj?4:onsumer and supplier to share 
information concerning items; 

permitting each one of a set of consumers access to the interface to provide 
consumer demand information reflecting demand for a set of items; 



permitting a set of suppli 
demand information that refli 
the set of consumers, each o 




suppli 



s to the interface to review aggregated 
information provided by all of the consumers in 
iers in the set of suppliers being selected 
based on stored informat)6n reflecting each supplier's ability to satisfy the demand for 
the set of items; 

receiving/^ne or more package responses, each package response reflecting 
offerings of a/least one of the selected suppliers; 

notifying each of the plurality of users of each package response using stored 
inform^ion identifying a location to address any package responses to each of the 
user/ 
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